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Matth. xii. 31, 32. Wherefore I ſay unio you, All manner 
of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto men: but 


the'Blaſphemy agazn(t the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall not be forgiven 
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unto men. And whoſoever ſpeaterh 4 word again the' 
Son of mn, it ſhall be forgiven bim: but whoſot ver ſpeak- 
15. againſt the Holy Chip, it ſball not be forgiven bim. 
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The AUTHOR's Dedication and Prayer. 


Bleſſed TxINITY, 
Rom an AfﬀeFtionate and willing Spirit, from 4 
deſiring to pleaſe Thee, and to be in all things 
>. Fight toward Thee; I humbly Dedicate this Diſcourſe 
o the Uſes of thy Glory, Love, and Obedience ; 
eg ging this only for my ſelf, That I may not Preach 
% Others, and be my ſelf a Caſt-away: © For thy 
Faithful People, begging Pardon and Peace, That 
they may be cleanſed from all their Sins, and ſerve 


! Lord. Amen, Amen. 
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1. The Occaſion of this Diſcourſe. 
ries, in ſnewing what the Sin againft the Holy 


. 
| Þ Gho# is, and the ſeveral Uſes, which 1 

' would draw from the Conſideration of the 
Nature, and the Meaning of this Unpardoaable Blaſe 
"Wemy;and leave them upon the Affectionate Thoughts 
f thoſe who have not yet quitted all their future 
opes and Expectations; nor defire todo ſo: Iwill 
ſtop a little to mention ſome of the Reaſons, and 
A2 charitable 
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* thee with a quiet Mind; through Feſus Chriſt our 
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4 A Praflical Diſcourſe of the 
charitable 8 and Intentions of my Publiſh- vg 
ing a Diſcourſe on this Subject. I am perſwaded | quickly 
and perhaps I have obſerv'd) That there are ſome | with the 
evout 'Chriſtians, who, for want of a Right and {they hac 
and True Account, and full Knowledge of what this | againſt | 
Sin is, have been diſcouraged from a Chriſtian Courſe; are diſc 
or ele have gone on heavily in their Devotions and | turn to 
Obedience; and in accompliſhing (with Sincerity ) | heavily : 
thoſe few Duties to God and Man, which our Af- holy Pat 
cended Saviour was pleas'd to leaye us in Charge, | they wo 
when he went away; Fearing That they are GuJl- | do, wer: 
ty of this Sin: And therefore that all that they do, | Sin. Fc 
or ſuffer, is to no Purpoſe. And, tho' they truly | tis. 
aim at Immortality; at a Bleſt and Joyful Reſurre&i-] A thir 
on; and at the Glory, Love and Obedience; andy great Sir 
from an affectionate and a willing Spirit, and a Heart] Inconſide 
right towards God, Deſire nothing ſo much as to] Neglect 
pleaſe him; and to be train'd up, and fitted, and couclude, 
trimm'd and diſciplin'd for an Admittance to a New] tion of“ 
World of bleſſed Spirits; and to come away andy to one, -| 
nd a Rapturous Eternity at the Feet of Jeſus z therefore 
yet all this while are afraid, they may have commit turn and 
ted this Sin. And this cools their Love of God, hin their day 
ders the Lovelineſs and the Chearfulneſs of theitÞreturn'to 
Duties, and keeps them off from a Religious Peace K live the! 
and from the Proſecution of ſome Chriſtian Act ions the ſweet 
which they would otherwiſe chearfully Perform. Fogffin Vain; 
their Sake therefore, in the firſt place, and to invite} Door of 
them to perſevere with a Holy Conſtancy and Joyſthey had 
in the Commands of their Aſcended Saviour: I wilffand let al; 
ſhew plainly and truly what this Sin is. But take 1 
A ſecond ſort of Men there are, That by the Pre4lie down : 
5 0. and Power of a ſtrong Temptation, havg]neſs. 


made ſome diſmal Receſſions from their Baptiſmalf And for 
Innocence; and are ſenſible that they have faln into af ly, and c 
Sin, ar.d have diſpleaſed their Gal. But they wouldſ one fort | 


quicklylo Fended } 


_— | N — i CT PRs * 
- l FIG A 1 ® _ | 5 b „„ 1 SY n = 

Sat 7)•3ꝛʒ ONS ON ON I 

e —_— — , dt bens ans | 9 * 


— — — —  - - _— —— 


h Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 3 
ed | quickly and humbly return to their offended Father, 
ne | with the Penitent Prodigal, were they not afraid 
nd |they had been guilty of the Unnardonable Blaſphemy 
his | againſt the Foly Ghot : And for this Reaſon they 
e; | are diſcourag'd in their Repentances, and their Re- 
nd | turn to the Ways ef God or at leaſt go on very 


„) | heavily in them; with no Joy or Chearfulneſs, or 


A [holy Parpoſes and Reſolutions: Which they ſay, 


- | do, were they ſure they had not been Guilty of this 
lo, Sin. For their ſakes alſo, will I plainly ſhew what 
Uv! tis. 4 
ii A third fort I find there are, that have been very 
nd great Sinners; Having long liv'd in a State of great 
art] Inconſideration, and Careleſneſs; Profaneneſs and 
to] Neglect of the Soul and Immorality. And they 
nd couclude, That among fo great a heap and conjura- 
ew tion of. Sins, which they have committed, tis ten 
nd to one, but they have been guilty of this too: And 
Icherefore, That tis to no maimer of Purpoſe to re- 
it turn and ſeek a Retonciliation with their God; For 
in Itheir day (they think) is over: And if they ſhould 
ie return to the Ways of God, and chooſe better; and 
live the Holy Life, which is much the eaſier, and 
ns the ſweeter Life of the two, yet they ſuppoſe all's 
Fogfin Vain; They have committed this Sin; aud the 
ite Door of Mercy is ſhut againſt them: And that now 
ſoytthey had e'en as good let all run aguinſt the Rocks, 
vill and let alone the Soul, apd take no care about it;, 
But take their fill of Senſualit y and Wickednels, and 
re * in a State of Inconſideration and Prophanc- 
ava ncis. | 1 : , 
mal And for the Sake of theſe alſo, will I plainly, tru- 
to a ly, and clearly ſhew, what this Sin is. That fo the 
uldf one fort may ſee infinite Cauſe to return to their 
klyſo Fended Father quickly: And tho' it be with Fear 


' W. and 


ge, | they would quickly, and thankfally and fincerely | 
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1 A Practical Diſcomfe of the 
and Trembling, yet may do it alſo, with a holy 


Hope, great Encouragements, and a Religious Chear- 


tutneſs too; provided it be with a Preſent, Univer- 
fat, and Permanent Change. 

And the other fort, namely, the Perſon of a ſincere 
Probity and Sanity of Life, may go on in a Courſe 
of Faith and Devotion, Piety and Charity, Divine 
Love and Obedience, with a Holy Joy and a Reli- | 
gious Peace. Ip 
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H. What the Bl ſehemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt ts. 


Hat I may make the preſent Diſcourſe as fatis- 
factory as I can, to every Reader, and as uſeful 
as I can for the Deſigns and Purpoſes, and Needs 
and Deſires, of every Chriſtian; That the Sinner 
may be encouraged and invited to return to his God, 
and his own trueſt Intereſt, by a ſpeedy, a ſincere, 
and a perſerving Repentrnce ; and all may be encou- 
raged, and endeared to go on chearfully in a Religi- 
ous Courſe, in the Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and in the 
Paths of Peace; (Prov. 3. 17. ) I will plainly inſiſt 
on theſe three Things (4 ted 
Fir, Shew what this Sin is. 2 | 
Secondly, Give a Rule how any Perſon may aflured-, 

ly know, whether he has been guilty of it or not. 
Thirdly, Shew the very great Likelihood, that 
you (Chriftian Reader) have not yet been guilty of | 


this Sin. | | | 
From all which three Particulars, I ſhall draw 
three Practical Inferences, or Inftances of Applica- 
don. Nee 21 J 
1. Shew, What this Sin is. | 
The Sin, or Blaſphemy against the Holy Ghost, 
was (ast appears in this Chapter, St. Matth. 
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Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 7 
the Sin of the Phariſees; and in ſhort, twas this: 
They Blaſobem'd the Holy Ghaſt, in affirming, That 


| theſe Miracles which the Holy Jeſus wrought by the 


Power of the Holy Ghoſt, were done by the Power of 
the Devil : And conſequently deny'd him, who did them, 


to be the Chri#t. 


And the Heinouſneſs of it conſiſted in This: By 
theſe Miracles which he wrought (by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt) he deſign'd to convince them that 
he was the 'Mefras And would by this Light, ma- 
nifeſt to them plainly, that he ated by the Power 
of the Holy Spirit of God: He charitably deſigned 
thoſe very Miracles which they reproachfully impu- 
ted to the Devil, to be a convincing Teſtimony from 
God, that he muſt be the Meſius, the Chrisi, the 
Saviour of the World. No; they would not be per- 
fwaded ; would not come in to his Faith, and his 
Love, and his Obedience; but would wilfully re- 
fiſt and oppoſe the Power of his Doctrine, and his 


| Miracles; The convincing Light of which, plaiuly 


and clearly manifeſted, that he acted by the Power 
of God. And rather than they would acknowledge 
them to be done by the Power of the Holy Ghost, 
they affirm'd,” That he did them, by the Power of 
the Devil, v. 24. It | 

Upon this, Chriſt to convince them, is pleaſed to 
tell them, That the Miracle of cafting out Devils 
( which he had wrought juſt before) could not be 
done by the Power of the Devil; For a Kingdom di- 
med againft its ſelf could not ſtand, v. 25. And 
therefore *twas not likely that Satan thou!d caſt out 
Satan : And if Saran could not, or would not caſt 
out Satan, then ſurely it muſt be by the Power 4 
the Holy Spirit of God, that he caſt out Devils and 
wrought Miracles. And if ſo, how could they chooſe, 
when they ſaw the Miracles that he did, but be con. 
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Practical Diſcourſe of the 
vinced that he acted by the Power of God? And 
conſequently, how could they reſiſt and oppoſe, de- 
nv.and difown him to be the Chris, the Mieſtas, the 

 *Iwas all as one: The 
would not be convinced by the holy Doctrines whic 
he Tavght, Þy the Miracles he wrought, and Won- 
ders that he did: And rather than believe on him 
and become Wiſe and Happv, they obſtinately af- 


tirm'd, That what he did by the Finger of God, and | 


the Power of the Holy Ghoft,, was done by the Power ef 
the accurſed Spirits of Darkneſs. | oy 
Now, this was not only a great Blaſphemy indeed 
againſt the Healy Gheſt; But, twas a wilful ſhutting 
their Eyes againſt the Light: Againſt*the Light ( 
ſay againſt) of that Doctrine, and thoſe Miracles, 
which were done on purpoſe to convince them that he 
was the Chriſt; whom notwithſtanding they deny'd 
and diſfown'd, reſiſted and oppos d. Upon. this, 
Chriſt tells them, That if they continued in this 
Blaſphemy, and would obſtinately go on, to imputè 
thoſe Mizacles, to the Devil, which were done by 
the Power of the Holy Gho#t, and would not be 
convinced and come in, and Receive and Believe on 
the Lord of Glory, but deny and oppoſe him, and 
maliciouſly and with a wilful Blindneſs, hold out a- 
ainſt the viſible Work of God; That this muſt needs 
be to them that continue in it, unpardonable. And 
well indeed might it be unpardonable, when the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, Act. 4. 12. There is none other Name, un- 


der Heaven given among men, whereby we muſt be ſa- | 


ved, That his Name and Perſon; His Revelation, 
and his Love; His Meſſage, and his Deſigns; His 
Doctrine, and his Miracles, ſhould be denied and 
difowned, oppoſed and rejected, and their Eyes ob- 
ſtinately thuz againſt all the convincing Arguments 
of his Doctrine and his Miracles, that he was the 
Saviour of the World. 355 
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Sin againſt the Holy Gboſt. 8 ? 
But here may be one Material; and important 


Ho comes it to paſs, that tis not ſaid in the Text, 
Whoſeever ſpeaketh againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be 
forgiven him; but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the. Holy -- 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven : How comes it to pals -. 
that the Speaking againſt Chriſt, ſhould be more par. 
donable, than the Speaking againft the Holy Ghoſt ? 
To this, I Anfwer. To ſpeak againſt the Son of 
Man, i. e. againſt Chriſt, only before he was mant- 
feſted to be the Meſſas, By the holy Spirit of God, 
and the convincing Miracles which he did: This 
might be a Ln of Janarance, and therefore pardon- 
able upon a general Repentance. But to ſpeak againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. to reſiſt the holy Spirit of God, 
which manifeſtly appear'd in the Miracles which 
Chriſt: -wrought- on purpoſe to convince them, this 
could be no excuſable Ignorance; but muft. be a wi. 
ful Blindneſs. Nay, to impute them to the Devil, 
on purpoſe, becauſe ey would not be convinc'd by 
them, to come in to Chriſt,” and receive and own 
him: Surely, ſuch a contradicting and croſſing his 
gracious Ends, and merciful Deſignations to them, 
could be no other than an obſtinate, wilful Blind- 
neſs, and a ſhutting their Eyes againſt the Light. 
And therefore (if continu'd in) could not but be 
unpardonable. And that's the Difference between 
ſpeaking barely againſt the Son of Man, before he 
was manifeſted to be fo, by Miracles, and by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt; and the Speaking a- 
gainſt him, after he was manifeſted to beſo, by Mi- 
racles, and by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The one ( as I ſaid ) might be a pardonable Ig- Þ 
norance ; But the other muſt be gn excuſable wilfat | 
Blindneſs. a f 
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II I. The Blaſphemy of the Phariſees , Unpar- 
donable ng longer than wilfully and impenitently 
continued in. "Ys 


Blaſphemy of the Phariſees an unpardonable Sin, 
any longer than *twas wilfuly impenitently conti- 
nued in. This I prove from their very Caſe here, 
who were guilty of this Sin. * 

one could deny our Lord more, or oppoſe him 
more than his very Crucifiers: yet even of them his 
very, words are to God; Father, forgivethem; That 
| 15, Deny them not the means of Forgiveneſs, which 
| 15 Repentance: and deny them not Forgiveneſs, if 
| they ſhall return and repent. And no doubt Chriſt 
| Was heard; in all that he pray'd for. So that even 
they that at firſt reſiſted and oppoſed Chriſt, if af. 
| terwards they receiv'd and acknowledg'd him, by 
the convineing Conſiderations of his Doctrine and 
E Miracles; and with a ſincere and humble Con- 
| formity of Heart and Life, to his Faith and Doctrine, 
{ laid hold on God's Mercy in Chriſt; even to theſe, 
Pardon and Remiſfion is not deny'd by the Goſpel. 
Something of an Example of this, we have in St. 
Peter, in that ſhametal, and wretched; and diſmal 
| fall of his, in denying our Saviour. Here was no 
orance ; for he knew him, and own'd him to be 
e Meſſius, or the Chriſt. But yet being prevail'd 
upon by a fudden Fear; He deny'd him: and not 
{ enly deny'dthe Lord that bought him, three Times, 
but ſwore him away too. St. Matt. 26. 27. Here 
| Was a.difowning and denying of him indeed; and 
that too, after he had been convinced, that he was 
| the Mefras, by the Power and Influence of the Holy 
hot; and had upon that, received him, and ac- 
48 knowledged 
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Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 11 


knowledged, . and own'd him: A denial of them 


+, |. therefore, againſt his own Light, Knowledge, and 
F | Convittion. 5 ö 
And what, ( you'll ſay) was not this a Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghot?  * 


the To this I Anſwer : Had he obſtinately perſiſted in 
% | it; wilfully continued in it: and livd and dy d in it; 
Uh- it had been the Sin againſt the Holy Gho#. 

re, | But in St. Peter's Caſe, there are always three 
. Things very Conſiderbale. 1 1-166 11 4:2 bl 
— Firſt, Tas by a. ſudden Fear, (ſudden ſurprize 
es of that Paſſion) that he fell. — l 
at Secondly, The Oyickneſs and Bitterneſs of his Res, | 
Hh pentance. , His Maſter look'd upon him, and be con. 
| 5 ſider'd what he had done, e! recall'd himſelf, and 
. went out and wept bitterly. x. i 
12 Thirdly, What was moft conſidgrable; The tFuth of | 
. bis Repentance, appear d by the Truth," aud Perfever | 


4 rance of his Reformation : For, no Fears could after - 
ward any more prevail upon him; For he had the | 
* Courage to die for him, whom he had before deny'd. 
i Theſe were three Things that were infinitely Com 


7 ſiderable; And here (Dear Chriſtian) give me leave I 

to ſtop a little, to bring them home to your Caſe, | 

1 even yours in particular. Perhaps, with St. Peter, 

| thou haſt faln too, Knowingly and Witringly ; againſt 

0 5.4 | 
Knowledge,. Light and Convittion: If ſo, Conſider} 

1 what he did, and go, do thou likewiſe; and like 
him, do it Quickly, Sincerely and Perſeveringly, and Þj 

| you ſhall not fail of Mercy. Perhaps a ſudden Fear, 

or a ſudden Paſſion, or a ſudden Surprize has be- 

| 

ö 


N 


tray d thee to a Sin: Nay, perhaps it has not only. ll 
been ſudden, but deliberate with oper Eyes, and 
a full Conſent of the Will: However, do thou as he 
did: Return to thy offended Saviour with Peniten- Il 
tial Sorrows; By Faith lay hold on God's Mercies 
in 


| 
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Diſtractions, Pains and A 


bon knoweft that I love thee, 
Haſt thou faln? Why, oh thou why wilt thou for 
any Hopes or Expeitations; Any Fears or Deſires, 
any Delizhts or Advantages, continue a day longer 
in thy Sin? Do but look 5 onder in a holy Medita- 
tion, to that Lovely Futurity which ſo many wiſe 
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| in him; Shew him the 775 þ of thy  Repentance, by 


the Sincerity of thy Reformatihn; Crown and Perfect 
thy Repentance, by labonring, to obtain the Contrary 
Virtue, and living in it: But withal, do it quickly as 
he did, and perſevere ſincerely too; and doubt not 
of the Mercies of Eternity. He did it quickly; He 
did not ſtay till Death. bed fill'd him with variety of 

6 8, | onies, and unfitted him 
for it: He did not ſtay till the worſt of his days, 


tboſe which lay upon his Hand and were for Nothing: 


He did not keep thoſe for God, which he knew not 


| what to do with himſelf; but he did it quickly. He 


aid it Sincerely next : As appeared by the Shower 
of Penitential Tears; which could not have dropt 
foon, had he not been in good Earneſt with his 


A deareſt Lord; and. had they not proceeded from a 


heart ſwollen with Grief and Love. And; laſt of all 
he did it Perſeveringly; And in this Reſpect, go 
and do thou likewiſe : Shew him thy Love in the 
fincete Permanency of thy Reformation as he did: 


E who having thrice following, deny'd him, did in a 


little time after ſay to him thrice following theſe 
Affectionate words (and made them good too) Lord, 
St. John 21. 15, 16, 17. 


Men have been content to live, and content to die 


for; and then ſee if you can be the Perſon, that can 


think fit to venture ſo much for ſo little? Look, in 
a quick and a piercing Thought, look yonder, to 
what eye has not ſeen, nor car heard, nor the Heart of 
Aan concerv'd;, and think then whether a wiſe Man 
ſhould be able to find it in his Heart, to — 
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all this for ſome unſatisfactory and diſhourable Ini- 


quity. +7 | | 
os more do but raiſe your Meditations (Dear 
Chriſtian) to the lovely Regions of beatified Spirits; 
Regions which coſt thy Saviour an Agony and a 
Bloody Sweat, a Crucifixion and Death its ſelf, to 
purchaſe you the hopeful Rae of them; and 
then fee in that Thought it you can always be con: 
tent they ſhould coſt you nothing? Nothing of Pe- 
nitential Sorrows ; Nothing of the Pains of ſubdu- 
ing a Temptation; Nothing of the ſelf-denial of 
being without the Pleaſures of a Sin; Nothing of 
the Diligence, and Watchfulneſs and Care, of a 
Reformed State? Come then, O come, my Soul, 
ſay, Seeing our Caſe is yet Hopeful, or at leaſt not 
Deſperate, let us from this moment be content, that 
one ſhort Life ſhould coſt us as much as this comes 
to, till all be over and ended, and we are conſign d 
to our new, and unknown, and eternal State and 
Condition, | | 


IV. How any Perſon may afſuredly know, whe- 


Hing ſeen what the Sin againſt the Holy Go 
is; That is, what it was in the Phariſees: 1 
(hall preſently ſhew what it is, in them who have] 
been baptized, and have been Believers. ' - 
But before I come to That, I will ſtop a little; to 

ſhew how any Perſon may aſſuredly Judge, whether 
they have committed this Unpardonable Sin, or not. 
Now that no Man may miſtake, or, be at a loſs inf 
This, and dwell in the uncomfortable State of Irreſo# 

lution and uncertainty, take this Rule: - 8 
is certain, no Man commits a Sin againſt 1 4 
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Holy Ghoft, if he be afraid he hath, and deſires he had ah 


| And the Reaſon of it is this: Becauſe ſuch Peni- 
| rential Paſſions, Deſires and Affections are agaiuſt 
the yery Definition, or Nature of this Sin. For, 
where ever theſe are found; Theſe, Humble, Holy 
Fears to offend God, and deſires to pleaſe him; 


theſe Penitental Paſſions and Affections; there has 


not yet, and cannot have been, a Witting, a Mil- 
ling,.a Malicieus and total Apoſtacy, or falling o 

| from the Faith of Chriſt, and the Goſpel. Ang yet 
| an Apoſtacy, or Falling off tis; ſuch an Op- 


| poſition and Denial of our Saviour, as that makes 
At. the Unpardonable Sin; to one that is, or has been 
Ja Believer, "I 

I. It muſt be Xowingly, and not of Ignorance. 
2. It muſt be a Willing Apoſtacy, or Denial; and 
not of Force or Compulſion. 
L 3. It muſt be Malicious; and not of Infirmity. 

4. It muſt be à total Falling off; and not of ſome 

| particular Sin : | 
It muſt be all Theſe to make up the full Meaſure 
Jof the Unpardonable Sin. So that as I before ſaid, 
all penitential Paſſions and Affections; All your 
$ Doubts and Fears leſt you ſhould have been guilty 
of it, and your Deſires that you had not; are a- 
gainſt the very Nature of this Sin. 8 
E Theſe Things (as I ſhall hereafter ſhew) are in- 
finite Incouragments to the Poor, Humble, Faithful 
Penitent; to go on earneſtly, and chearfully, and 
With Great Reſolutions in his N Aud in 
All his Faithful and Affectionate Deſires to fit him- 


elf for the. Merits and Satisfaction of his Saviour. 
And with all, they are an infinite incouragement 

o the Devout, yet humble Chriſtian, to go on with 

2 great joy, even in the midſt of his Fears and Tremb- 
inge; To perſevere a little longer, (till his Day of 
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Probation be once over) in all the Parts and Inſtances, 
and Duties of a holy. Life; In the Conſcientious Per- 
formance of theſe few Commands, which our Af. 
cended Saviour was pleaſed to leave us in Charge, 
when he went away. C e 
Come then, (Dear Chriſt) Ariſe, and go on Quicł - 
in thy Penitential Reſolutions; 
and in thy Faithful Deſires and Purpoſes, to cleanſe 
thy palluted Soul by the Waters of Repentance; 
and to fit it for the Healing Blood of thy Saviour. 

Perhaps, Thou haſt faln from Baptiſmal Innocence, 


by ſome known Sin; and with Grief and Love; you | 


do eaſily remember ſome diſmal Inſtances of Ingra- 
titude and Diſobedience to your Maſter; But yet 
whilſt you own there is Salvation in none other; and 


can allom your ſelf in no one Inſtance of that Diſo- ; 


bedience ; but deſire nothing more than to reconcile 
him to you, by the Ways and Methods of his own 
Appointment : Why, conſider, tho you have been 
a Simmer, vou have been no Apoltate 5 you have 
neither fan off from him, nor diſowned, or oppos d 
the Faith of your Saviour, and his holy Religion. 

And till this be done; Till thou Kzowingly, 'Wil- 
lingly, Malic ionſij and Totally, falleſt off from him, 
oppaſſeſt and denieſt him; thou haſt not filled up the 


full Meaſure of this Unpardonable'Blaſphemy. "How * 
true, and hoiy great an Incouragement this ſhould 7 


be to the Ouickneſs, the Sincerity, and the Perma- 
nency of thy Repentance; and thy return to him, 


and the. Peace-and.Eaſe, and Serenity, and Delica- 


cies of a Holy Life, you'll: ſee preſently. + 


VV. The great Likelibiod that "you (Chriſtian | 


Rea der) have not pet been Guilty of this Sn. 
BY the Tryal of your ſelf (Hear Chriſtian ), by 


. 
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the foregoing Rule, you'll be able! to make | 
| 2 Right 4 
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1G 4 Praftical Diſcourſe of the 
Right Judgment of your State, in this particular ; 


and will find great Likes that you have not yet 
-. drawn upon your ſelf the Guilt of the Unpardonable 
Blaſphemy. And if not; what Infinite Encourage- 


ment have you, (even you in particular, whatever 
others intend to do) to go on, in a Chearful Pro- 


bity and Sanctity of Life; a chearful Love and Obe- 
+ dence to your deareſt Maſter. And what infinite 
' Encouragement has the Sinner to become a Peni- 


tent? Provided he do it Seaſonably and Quickly ; 
Sincerely and with Perſeverance. 
couragement has the Poor, Humbling, Trembling, 
Doubting Chriſtian, to take chearfully upon him 
henceforward the Eaſie Yoke and Light Burden of 
his Saviour; In the Faithful Diſcharge of theſe few 
Commands and Duties, to our God, our Selves, and 
Neighhours, which he has pleaſed to leave with us. 


And from him who has {incerely begun for Hea- 


ven and Immortality; for a bleſſed and a joyfuf Re. 


ſurrection: How great an Incouragement it is to 


continue to be all that is Holy, Juſt, and Good; 
a little longer, till his day be over; and he be cal- 


led to lay afide his Buſineſs here, and cotne away 


to a New, and a Better World. To think, and 


to be aſſured that you have not yet been guilty of 


What infinite En- | 


= the Dunpardonable Sin: But may yet, if you perſe- 


vere (through the Merits of your Saviour) fill one 
of the vacant ſeats of the faln- Angels. 


That you, even you too, may yet, (if you per- 


ſevere) be one of thoſe Beatified Spirits that ſhall 
"paſs away with him in a rapturous and a pleaſurable 
Eternity. That you, even you too, are not yet, 


ſo far gone; but may, if you pleaſe, (through the 


Divine Grace; always ready for thoſe that beg, and 
thoſe that uſe it) be one of thoſe Souls that may 


cauſe joy in Heaven, by a quick and a perſevering; 
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and a ſincere Return to the Commands and Laws, 
the Faith and Love of. your Crucified Maſter. 
For, do but give me leave to Examine your Caſe, 
as to this Sin, a little further. Perhaps you have 
been a Sinner, in ſome diſmal Degrees and Inſtances, 
And this, even This, has been infinitely unkind and 
ungrateful; to have been ſo, towards a tender Fa- 
ther, and à Compaſſionate Redeemer: This, even 
This has been diſmal; to Affront and Abuſe ſo much 
Goodneſs; nnd to hazard thy cwn future Hopes 
and Expectations, by any known Actual Sin; and 
much more by any Habitual one. ; 
But come Chriſtian, Though this is ſad and diſmal, 
can you have a better Encourage ment quickly to 
return, than this: That yotthave not been guilty 


of the Unpardonable Sin. Oh come, let this melt 


Thee into Love, and endear Thee to Obedience. Let 
this melt Thee into Penitential Tears; Tears of 
Grief, as well as Tears of Love; Teats of Hope, 
and Tears of Joy tao, as well as Tears of Reper- 
tance; That this Sin and Blaſphemy is not charge- 
able upon thee. 

To. Examine a little further; has thou been guil- 
ty of an Urter Wilful, and Spiteful rejecting of the 
Goſpel of Salvation, by the Holy Jeſus ?% Haſt thou 
been guilty of This, notwithſtanding that in thy 
Conſcience thou wert convinced, that Jeſus is the 
Chrift, and that Faith and Holineſs, is the Way ta 

f an adviſed and 
abſolute falling away from the Profeſſion af t 
Faith of Chritt, ſo far, that againſt - forwzr Kue 
ledge and Conſcience thou doſt malic? »/{;” Opp 


and Blaſpheme the Holy _ of God the Wor 
0 


and in the Ordinances of the Goſpel ! Haſt t} 
o far rejected, reſiſted, pand uttꝰ . quenched 
the Perſwaſions and Motions of . Spirit of G. 
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Wörking formerly upon) your Heart and Affections, as, 
out of thatred to Chriſt, to Oppole and Deny and Diſown 
him and his Doctrines? Or 3 as thus to Crucifie 
to ybur ſelf atreſn the Son of God, and by diſowning 
him, to put him io oben baue. (Heb. 6. 6.) Treading under 
Foot ibe Jen of God, and counting tie Blood of be Covenant 
wheremith you were fanTiſte'!, an uml Thing ; or Thes done 
lei pte ta the Spirit of Grace? Then indeed (hadſt thou al- 
{d totall and, finally continued in this State, ant liv'd and 
ay'd in it) hadſt thou been guilty, of this Vnpardonable & in. 
Which Sin (by the way) is alſo called the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and becomes Unpardonable, beeaule *tis a- 
gainſt the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, and againſt his Gra- 
cious Operations of the Holy Spirit; whote huſineſs and 
and office tis to perſwade us to receive Chriſt crucihed, 
and the Eaith and Doctrine of the Goſpel. Well; Tho” 


thou haſt then been, a Sinner, and unkindly Grieved the 


Holy Spirit of Love; yet thou haſt been no Apoſtate: 
That is Thou haſt yet been Guilty of no Willing, Mali- 
cious, Total falling of from Chrift, and the Faith and 
"Dottrine of the Goſpel, tendred to thee by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and again the Light and Convictions of that Sacred 
Spirit; thou haſt not vet denicd bim, and by a wilful Blind- 
eſs 'ppos him too. 


thing are thus with thee, ( Sinner) as verily helieve 


Ney are „me. be ſo far Comforted, as cheartully, but 
yet quickly and ſincerely, to return to thy offended God 
and Saviour; and do not ſtay in the Coafines of De ſpera- 
tion any longer than you dwell iu. your Sin. Here ftop a 


yan * 


little (Dear Chriſtian) and be per ſcaded to Conſider the 
great Cayte you habe to Reſolve. preſently,” and intirely to 
*alt Off the din that des ſo eaſiſy befet you; and to choole 
Viferapd Pettet, and to Return to the Ways of your Ma- 
T, With ſpeed and "are; and. confulatfore tod Do it 
ckly 4nd fincerely, andtTdo. allure yon, your Caſt is 
yet D<fperate. Come (Dear Chriſtian) after ſuch a 
ght a/ This, Try if thou can ſt find it in your Heart, 
Hfcoac F „ mmchias ever, by the voluntary Omiſſi- 
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and ſay to him, with an a 


ing Love. 
fort, that I have not Blaſpbemed thy Spirit, or denied Thee; 
and have ſo great Cauſe to Hope, That I have not com- 
mitted the Unpardonable Sm; I am infinitely encouraged 
to come, and to come joyfully to do Thy Will: And I will 
on quickly, for I know the Night comes when none can 
WOT Ks . 


ww 4 


Sin avainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


19 
on &f any known neceſſary Duty. And then preſently in 
a Holy Meditation look up to him, with Reverential Love, 
where*he is now preparing a Place for you, (if you will) 
F=cionate Humility. Bleſſed Je- 
ſus Long haſt thou ftaid for me, and not given me up to 
a Reprobate Spirit ; but thou ſhalt fray no longer : Thow® 
haft long look'd for me, and not given me up to a Spirit 
of Deſperation 3 but thou ſhalt look for me no longer. 1 
can hold out longer, I will hold out no longer, againſt ſo- 
much Love and Mercy; So much Patience and Forbearance; 
So much Long - ſuffering and Goodneſs. - I will, I can hol& 
out no longer; let the Sin ' promiſe what it will, I will 
hold out nolonger againſt Thee. 
it will, I will hold out no longer againſt the endearing, * 
Calls and Intreaties of Bl:eding, Grozning, Agon:zing, Dy- 


Let the Duty coſt what 


No, I cannot. But feeing I have this Com- 


very Sincerely in his Repentances. 


H 


VI. The firſt Practical Inference, or Inſtance of 
Application, from the Conſideration of the Nature 
and Meaning of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt : Viz. 
That tis Matter of great Encouragement for the 


Faithful Penitent to go on very Comfortably, but yes J 


\ 
Aving thus finiſh'd my Three firſt Heads of Diſcourſe, 
and ſhewn plainly what this Sin is, and how we may 
aſſuredly know whether we have committed it or not; 
and ſhown withal the great Likelihood that no Chri- 


ſian Reader has: I now come to few Inferences, or Uſes. 


Inferences which I would leave, not only upon the Un- 
eart | 


derſtandings, but upon the 3 upon the H 
a 333 


ani. 


9 
} 


— 


= 
—_— ' e 2 1 

"Ra - r 
1 * + CET >, \ 


* 
* 9 bg 
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and Affections, the Life and Actions of every Reader. 
That the Great Sinner may not diſpair of the Divine 
Mercy. That the faithful Penitent may be encouraged to 
go on, and with Comfort perfect his Repentances. That no 
Man may preſume to continue in any known Sin: And, that 
me Poor, Humble, Doubting, but Devout Chriſtian, may 
be encouraged to go on, with a Holy Joy, in Lite of 
Faith and Devotion; Piety and Charity; Watchfulneſs aud 
Care; Probity and Sanctity; Self-denial and Purity; Love 
and Obedience; a little longer, till his Day be over, and 
all be well with him, and he finds himſelf admitted to the 
New Glories of a better World. . 

1. Practical Inference, from the Confidera:;an of what bas 
Been ſaid of the Sin againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt; Here firſt Reſults 
Matter of Encouragement for the Faithful Penitent to go on very 
Comfortably, but jet very Sincerelyto end his Re pentances. 

Thou haft faln, perhaps, from thy Baptiſmal Innocence, 
and Affronted and Diſobey'd a Tender Father; ungrate- 
fully and unkindly abus'd all the Endearments of a Com- 
$ paſhonate Redeemer, who was pleaſed to Die for you be- 
tore you knew you needed him; and have grieved the 
Holy Sp rit of God, by whom you were jcaPd to the. Day of 
Redemption, Eph. 4. 30. That you have done This, may be a 
true and diſmal Truth. But perhaps too, you are extream- 
i ſenſible that you lave choſen amiſs, and reſolve to return 
and to chooſe Better and Wiſer ; and with the Prodigal, 
(St. Luke 13.) to ariſe and go vo your Father, and ſay, Father, 
bie fonned again Heaven, and before thee, - and am no 
ire worthy to be called thy Son, make me as one of thy Servants. 
F way be, you find it to be a great Truta, what the 
Vie King tells you, (Prov. 2. 17.) That the ways of Kelig:e 
Pers B/ijdom, are ways of Ple aſanineſs, and all ber Paths are 
Peace: And it may be too you have found what the Pro- 
phet iays, to be a great Truth. A Truth; 1/#i. 57. laſts 
ET bere à no Peace to the Picked. And finding all this to be 
true, by your own Experience; you have been often think- 
bing, and are now reſoly'd to return to the Ways of God, 
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And a vertuous Courſe; and to be Wiſe and Happy. Why? 
if this be ſo ſpeedy and ſincere, and perſevering, as tha® 
you find your ſelf to be in good earneſt with God and you 
Soul; here is then matter of infmite Incouragement, fo* 
you to go on, With a holy Joy, and a very great Chearful 
neſs, That your Labour is not like to be in vain, in as 
much as the Unpardonable Sin has yet been none of yours. 
And indeed tell me truly, Chriſtian; Is it not infinitely 
better to cauſe Joy in Heaven, among the Beatified Spirits 
of the upper Lovely Regions, than Joy only to the Accur- 


, ſed Spirits of Darkneſs? Methinks, to a Wiſe Man, it 


ſhould be infinitely more defirable and chuſable to have a 
good Report of him among the Beautiful Inhabitants of 
the upper World, than only among a few wicked, and 
miſtaken People Here. 

And if you will preſently reſolve to be ſo Wiſe and Hap- 
Py, ( ſor if you will, you may; and theſe Bleſſed Spirits 
defire it, and look for it) as to cauſe Joy among theſe Bleſ- 
ſed and ſweet, and lovely, and glorious Inhabitants, the 
Joy will be your own : The Peace and Joy will be your oon, 
£rit and laſt too: Yours here, and yours hereafter. - And 
if you may cauſe theſe Joys to your ſelf and them, tell me 
(Dear Chriſtian) why will you not? why ſhould not you, 
be earneſt to do ſo; Conſidering the very Comfortable 
Hopes you have, that the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, has been none of your Sin ? | 
For, if there be no Peace to the wicked, no true Joy ; and 


if there be Joy in Heaven at the Converſion of a Sinner, 
and Joy to himſelf too, on Earth; Joys above, and Joys 
delow; ſome Joys in Hand, and ſome in Reverſion; ſome 
reſent, and ſome Future; can there be a greater Mad- 


ſelſs, than to deny your ſelf theſe True Joys, for any Ini- 


Juity whatever; in which there can be neither Peace, nor 
oy; no long Peace, or laſting Joy? Come now ( Chriſtian) 
pon a view of both, take which of rhe Two you pleaſe. 
ther the Stings and Gnawings; The Shame and the Diſ- 
our; The Laſhings and the Rendings ; The Inward 

(tings and Uneaſineſs; The DiKompoſures and Diſor- 


i A ders; 
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22 A Practical Diſcourſe of the 


ders; The Heart-Achings, and Hedvinels of | 
E falneſs and Difatisfa&ions of Mind; The iet „ be Tim 
Reſtleſs Nights, of an Irreligious, a Carele and a Pro- Cheath 
phane Curle: Or, do This: Caute Joy in Heaven, 45 by the 
well as Joy and Peace to your Self, by 2 ſpeedy Converſion ed Savic 
b from ſuch an Uneaſie Conrle; to the Love and Obedience way. 
| of your Saviour, and the Ways of Holineſs. And bleſſed drawn, 
ve God, That the Choice is yet put to Jou? and That curely p 
vou have not yet drawn upon your ſelf the Guilt of the | | From 
Unpar donable Blaſpbemy. *Tis true, indeed, you may if you | it appea 
| pleaſe (Chriſtian) Call the Stings and Gnawings5 the Guilty « 


| Shame and the Diſhonours; The Cearfulneſs and Diflatis- with the 
eaſineſs of a Sinful | Miracle: 


| factions of Mind; The Fretting and Un 
Courſe; you may Call them Joys : But yet, oh that the | oy Ghe 
Inconſiderate Sinner would but try the Difference. The | uſe of th 
No- Peace of A Wicked | Thou h. 


Difference (L mean) between the 


and a Prophane Courſe; and the unknown peace and De- = Tot 
N. 7 | hriſt, 


licacies of a Vertuous one. IN £6 IR 
All the Wiſeſt, and all the Beſt, and Diſcreeteſt Men of | yet beer 
the World, that could (ee fartheſt into theſe Things, have | the Fait] 

been convinced of the | that tho 


done fo : and the) have quickly 
you he that Happy Per- | can'ft no! 


Truth of them. And why will not l 
hat ſhould hinder Jou from being there is 


fon. (Chriſtian )? What ſhou ö 
Wiſe for your ſelt, and Wife for your Eternity? Wiſe for I pardonab 
our beſt Intereſt? Ox, If you will not] So far, 


r Trueft, and y | | 8 
have me ask you the Queſtion, yet do This? Ask your | alf this w. 
(elf the Queſtion, in your next Retirements. when you are continuef 
alone, and with- drawn from the World. Why, my Soul,] Care to; 
(ay) Why ſnall not I be That Happy Perſon, That ſhall and Refo1 
caule Joy in Heaven, and Joy to my felf > Joy Above, and n it, If 
Joy Below 3 Joys Preſent, and Future Joys, bY mY ſpeedynifie, Th 
Converſion from Sin to God, from my boſom, darling Sin Holy G bo, 
(M sin — ) Eſpecially conſider ing tne Hopes we have hd al li 
Succeſsful, if We are Ipecdy, ſincerely, aud probably) 
ſever mg - | | ſother kno 
The Onpardonable Blaſphemy has been none of our Sin tinud in) 
Why come, then let us prefently ariſe and go to our Father} And let 
and return quickly with the Prodigal. And chen fox. a lit cet - 
| | . 
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pardonable Sin. 


Sin again#t the Holy Gboft. 23 


gfe Time that we have yet left for Eternity, we'll Labour 
Chearfully to continue in our Father's Houſe, and Fa tour, 
by the fewrRules of Probity and Sanctity, which our Aſcend- 
ed Saviour was pleaſed to leave with us, when he went a- 
way. Till our ſhort Day be ended, and the Curtain be 
drawn, and we give way to the next Age, and we be ſe⸗ 
curely put away to the Reſt; and then our Work is over. 

From what has been ſaid of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſts, 
it appears very likely (Chriſtian) that thou haft not been” 


Guilty of that UVapardonadle Blaſpnemy: . Thou haſt not 


with the Phariſees Blaſphem'd him, in atrming, That the 
Miracles which thy Saviour wrought. by the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were done by the Devil; Nor haſt thou made 
uſe of this as an Argument to deny him to be the Chriſt. 
Thou haſt not yet been Guilty of a Known, Malicious, 
and Total Falling off from, and Denying the Faith of 
Chriſt, and the Doctrine of the Goſpel. Thoù haſt not 
yet been Guilty of an Utter, Wilful, Spiteful rejecting of 
the Faith and Doctrine of Chriſtianity; notwithſtanding 
that thou wert con vinc'd, that Jefus is the Chriſt. Thou 
can'ſt not Charge theſe I hings upon thy ſelf; and therefore 
there is Reaſon to believe thou haſt not committed the Un- 
So far, indeed; thy Cafe is Hopeful. But alas! Perhaps 
alf this while, thou liveſt in ſome known; witfuil Sin: Thou 


| continueſt impenitently in ſome one ſuch Guilt; takeſt no 


Care to get out of it, to return to thy God by Repentance, 


{and Reformation, and to obtain the Contrary Virtue, and live 
Ain it. If this be thy Caſe, laſt mention'd, what does it fig- 


nifie, That thou haſt not been Guilty of the S apainſt rhe 


oy Gbog? For our Saviour tells us, Except ye Repent, ye® 


all all likew:ſe Periſh. Thou haſt not heen Guilty, (very 
probably) of the UVnpardonable Blaſphemy ; But alas! that 
other known, wilful Sin continu'd in, is ( ſo long as tis con- 
tinu'd in) the UDapauuanble Sin. EN 2 
And let this be Matter of Terrour and Reproof, and juſt 


FCau'e of Trembling to the Careleſs, and the Impenitent, 


md the Habitual Sinner. | 


14 A Practical Diſcourſe, &c. 
Suppoſe thou haſt not been Guilty of the Vaperdonable 
Blaſpbemy: Ay, but what if thy Lord come and find any 
other Known Iniquity ; (thy darling Boſom-Vice eſpecially) 
unreform' d, unrepented of, unmortify d, continu d in, b 
Thee? Can'ſt thou expect then to be found in his Favour? 
If thou art found out of the Covenant of Grace, that is, 
continueſt in ſome known Diſobedience to him impenitent- 
ly; thou haft then Reaſon (ſo long as you ſo continue) to ex- 
pet as little Mercy as if thou hadſt committed the Unpar- 
duonable Sin. And how ſhould this Conſideration, drive 
thee to a Quick and a Perſevering Repentance of that known 
Sin, be it what it will. | | 
Dear Chr.ftian, the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, was 
a Sin which you have ſometime been afraid you had commit- 
ted: You knew not what it was; and therefore could not 
teil, but that you might ſometime or other have been guil- 
ty of it. And This (perhaps) has fill'd you full of Doubts, 
and Fears, and Tremblings ; and has check'd and hindred 
E you from going on chearfully in your Chriſtian Courſe ; or 
at leaſt has made you go on heavily in it, without Comfort, 
and Holy and Vigorous Reſolutions. 
. But now let the Sincerely Obedient Perſon, and the de- 
vout Lover of Jeſus, be Comforted : For ſeeing there is ſo 
very great Likes, nay; ſo great a Certainty that he has 
not been Guilty of this Sin; what infinite Incouragement 
has he to go on Chearfully in the Faith, and Love, and O- 
bedience of his Maſter? And in the ſiacere Performance 


of all Known Duties to God and Man: To be 


unmoveadle, always abounding in the Work of tbe Lord, for as 
much as be knows 


* 


*g Cor. 13. p ; N 1 8 


0 


4.3075 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Thiere is now publiſhed, The Whole Duty of Pan 
in a Plain and Familiar Verſe, divided into Chapte 

and illuſtrated with variety of Cuts ſuited to each Chap 
ter, both for the pleaſure and benefit of Youth. The I 
” never before extant. By V. Beck, M. A. Price 2 4. 
0 * Printed and Sold by el in Little Britain, the ( 
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„ thas his Labour is not in vain in the Lord N 


